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BACKGROUND

The  Bureau of Land Managem ent prepared an Env i ronmenta l Assessm ent (EA) which analyzed the

effe cts  o f this  Proposed Act ion and a l ternatives.  The  EA and a prel iminary F ind ing o f No Sign if icant

Impact (FO NS I) were  made  availa ble  for pu blic  comm ent in  June, 2002.  One  pu blic  comm ent was

rece ived.

FINDING  O F NO  S IGNIFICANT IMPACT

O n the ba sis  o f the in format ion conta ined in  the EA (OR 090-EA -02-16),  and all  o ther in format ion

availa ble  to me,  it is  m y determinat ion that:  (1) the implementat ion o f the Proposed Act ion or

a l ternatives will  not have  s ign if icant env ironmenta l im pac ts beyond those a l ready addressed in  the

“Reco rd o f Dec is ion for Am end m ents  to Forest Serv ice and Bureau of Land Managem ent P lann ing

Do cum ents  with in  the Range of the Northern  Spot ted Ow l," (A pr il 1994) and the “Eugene Dis t ric t

Reco rd o f Dec is ion and Resource Managem ent Plan ," (June 1995);  (2) the Proposed Act ion and

al ternatives are  in  conformance with  the Eugene Dis t ric t Reco rd o f Dec is ion and Resource

Managem ent P lan; and (3) the Proposed Act ion and a l ternatives do not con stitute  a major  federa l

act ion hav ing a s ign if icant e f fec t on the human  env ironm ent.   Therefore, an env ironmenta l impact

s ta tement  or a  supplement to the ex is ting env ironmenta l impact s ta tement  is  not neces sary and will

not be prepared.

D E CIS IO N

I t is  the dec is ion o f the Bureau of Land Managem ent to se lect the Proposed Act ion (Al ternat ive 1)

descr ibed in  the Laure l Curves T imber  Sa le EA.  This  EA and the FONSI analyzed the se lected

al ternat ive and found no s ign if icant impacts .

Implementat ion o f this  dec is ion will  resu lt in  forest managem ent act iv i ties inc lud ing:  den sity

managem ent o f both  M atr ix  and Ripar ian Rese rve by comm erc ia l t imber  harv est;  road const ruct ion,

renovation, and decomm iss ion ing with in  the Matr ix ; road const ruct ion and decomm iss ion ing with in

the Ripar ian Reserves; and coarse woody de br is  creation in  the M atr ix  and Ripar ian Reserves.  All

des ign features identi fied in  the EA (pp. 3-5) will  be implemented.  
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The  se lected al ternat ive is  in  conformance with  the "Record  o f Dec is ion for Am end m ents  to Forest

Serv ice and Bureau of Land Managem ent P lann ing Do cum ents  with in  the Range of the Northern

Spot ted Ow l," (NSO ROD, Ap ril  1994),  and the "Eugene Dis t ric t Reco rd o f Dec is ion and Resource

Managem ent Plan ," (RMP, June 1995),  as amended  by the “Reco rd o f Dec is ion for Am end m ents  to

the Survey and Manage, Protection Buffer,  and other Mi t igat ion Measures Standards and

Gu idelines ,” (January  2001).

ALTERNATIVES

In  add i tion to the se lected a l ternative, the EA cons idered four o ther a l ternatives in  de tail  (EA, pp. 3-

6).  Al ternat ive 2 wo uld  be s imi lar to the Proposed Act ion except that there wo uld  be no harvest

with in  Ripar ian Reserves except that assoc ia ted with  road bu i ld ing, and there wo uld  be no coarse

woody de br is  creation in  the M atr ix  or R ipar ian Reserves.  Al ternat ive 3 wo uld  inc lude a

Regenerat ion Harvest o f the Matr ix , no harvest with in  the Ripar ian  Reserves except that assoc ia ted

with  road bu i ld ing, and no coarse woody de br is  creation in  the M atr ix  or R ipar ian Reserves. 

Al ternat ive 4 wo uld  be s imi lar to the Proposed Act ion in  acres and vo lume  harvested, but there

wo uld  be less road const ruct ion in  the Matr ix , no road const ruct ion in  the Ripar ian Reserves, and

hel icopter logg ing wo uld  take the p lace o f convent iona l logg ing methods.  Al ternat ive 5 is  the "no

act ion" al ternat ive and wo uld  involve no managem ent act iv i ties .

RATIONALE F O R S E LE C T IO N

The  purpose of the act ion in  the M atr ix  is  to prom ote  the deve lopment  o f la te-success iona l forest

structure over longer ro tat ions wh ile  prov id ing an output o f m erch an tab le t imber  and mainta in ing

forest hea lth and prod uc tivity.   A l ternatives 1 , 2 , and 4 wo uld  meet  this  purpose of the act ion.  The

purpose of the act ion in  the Ripar ian Reserves is  to hasten the deve lopment  o f som e la te-

success iona l forest s t ruc tura l character is t ics .  O nly  the Proposed Act ion and Al ternat ive 4 wo uld

meet  this  purpose.

The  Proposed Act ion wo uld  most  ef fectiv ely  meet  the purpose of the act ion.  I t p rov ides forest

prod ucts  by den sity m ana gem ent.   I t wo uld  hasten the deve lopment  o f la te-success iona l forest

s t ruc tura l character is t ics  through acce lera t ion o f  d iameter grow th o f re tent ion t rees in  both  the

M atr ix  and Ripar ian Reserves, hasten ing canopy layer ing and increased c rown ra t ios . 

Based on the an alys is  d iscussed and presented in  the EA, the Proposed Act ion is  cons is tent with

the Aq ua tic  Conservation St ra tegy and the ob jectives for the Ripar ian Reserves, and wo uld  not

prevent or retard a t ta inment o f any o f the Aq ua tic  Conservation St ra tegy ob jectives (EA, p . 11, 12).  

S i lv icul tura l practices in  the Ripar ian Reserves will  he lp acquire  des i red vegetation character is t ics

needed to atta in  ACS ob jectives (EA, pp. 11-12).  

The  Proposed Act ion and Al ternatives 2 and 4 wo uld  degrade habi ta t for spot ted ow ls  on a loc al,

short  term  bas is ; ultim ate ly, la te-success iona l hab i ta t wo uld  be enhanced (EA, p . 17, 18).  

Al ternat ive 3 wo uld  rem ove d ispersa l hab i ta t (EA, p . 17).   A l ternatives 2 and 4 wo uld  prov ide

ap prox im ate ly the sam e amount  o f t imber  (Al ternat ive 4) to less t imber  (Al ternat ive 2) (EA, p . 3)

than the Proposed Act io in .  Al ternat ive 2 wo uld  have  lesser short- term  effe cts  on spot ted owl hab i ta t

because fewer acres wo uld  be harvested (EA, p . 17).   How ever,  fewer acres wo uld  be ne fit  by

ach ieving la te-success iona l forest structure character is t ics  m ore qu ick ly through den sity

managem ent (EA, pp. 17).   Al ternat ive 4 wo uld  have  s imi lar sho rt-  and long-term  effe cts  on spot ted

owl hab itat.  Al ternat ive 3 wo uld  prov ide m ore t imber  and wo uld  have  greater short- term  effe cts  than

the Proposed Act ion.

Al ternat ive 5 (no act ion) wo uld  not meet  the purpose of the act ion with in  the M atr ix  or R ipar ian

Reserves.  Al ternat ive 5 wo uld  prov ide no t imber,  nor wo uld  it reduce s tand de ns ity.  Al ternat ive 5
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wo uld  resu lt in  s lower deve lopment  o f la te-success iona l forest s t ruc tura l character is t ics  than

Al ternatives 1 , 2 , and 4, but fas ter deve lopment  than Al ternat ive 3 (EA, pp. 17, 18).   Al ternat ive 5

wo uld  have  no im m edia te effe cts  on wi ld li fe hab itat.

C O N SU L T AT IO N AND C O O R D IN AT IO N  

A  pu blic  not ice adver tis ing the ava ilabil i ty o f the EA and FONSI  appeared in  the Eugene Register-

Gua rd on June 26, 2002.  Ad ditio na lly, the EA and FONSI  were  mai led to in terested ind ividua ls  and

organizations (EA, p . 22).   A  30-day pu blic  comm ent per iod c losed on Ju ly 26,  2002.  One  comm ent

le tter was rece ived and is  addressed in  the EA.

Pursuant to the Endangered Spec ies Ac t, consu l ta t ion was completed with  the U.S. F ish and

W ildl i fe Serv ice, which found that the act ion “ . .. [i s ] not like ly to jeop ardize  the cont inued ex is tence

of the spot ted owl.”

Consul ta t ion with  the Nat iona l Mar ine F isheries Serv ice is  not requ ired for this  Proposed Act ion or

the A l ternatives.

The  State  H isto ric  Preservation Of f ice ( SH P O ) was not if ied o f a  harvest proposal in  this  sect ion

(Laure l Top  Th inn ing) in  1992 and determined, in  accordance with  36 CFR 800.5(b),  that the

proposed under tak ing wo uld  have  no e f fec t on cu l tura l resources.

The  Confederated Tr ibes o f the Siletz  and the Confederated Tr ibes o f the Grand Ronde  were

not if ied o f this  pro jec t dur ing the scoping process, requesting in format ion regard ing t r iba l issues or

concerns relat ive to the proje ct.   No response was rece ived.

IM P L EM E N T AT IO N

This  dec is ion will  be implemented by a t imber  sa le con tract.   A  t imber  sa le cont ract will  implement

the road const ruct ion, renovation, t imber  harv est,  and decomm iss ion ing o f roads used for t imber

harvest operations descr ibed in  the Proposed Act ion (EA, pp. 3-5).

ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW OPPORT UNITIES

The  dec is ion to implement the t imber  sa le por tion o f this  pro jec t may  be protested under 43 CFR

5003 - Adm inistrat ive Rem edies.  In  accordance with  43 CFR 5003.2, the dec is ion for the t imber

sa le por tion o f this  pro jec t will  not be sub ject to pro test un til the not ice o f sa le is  f irs t pub l ished in  the

Eugene Register-G uard  on August 28, 2002.  This  pub l ished not ice o f sa le will  con stitute  the

dec is ion document  for the purpose of prote sts  o f the t imber  sa le por tion o f this  proje ct.   43 CFR

5003.2(b) Pro tests  o f the t imber  sa le por tion o f this  dec is ion must  be f iled with  this  o f f ice with in

f if teen (15) da ys a f ter f irs t pub l ica t ion o f the not ice o f sa le .

S igned by Steven A. Cal ish, Fie ld  Manager       Date: 8 /20/02


